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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips every weekend, ranging from easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness and experience required). We also 
organise instructional courses and hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or 
associate, with a $10 discount for members 
who opt to obtain this newsletter 
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or 
Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact 
the trip leader in advance. 

CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip 
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club 
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names 
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will 
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start 
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved 
ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Overlooking Lake Lyndon 
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Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary 
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south 
side of Waltham School, is  about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection. 
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to 
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised, 
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or 
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please 
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start 
at 8:10 pm sharp. 

Wednesday 26 October Club Night 

Newsletter Folding Evening: Enjoy an informal evening chatting whilst helping with the 
monthly newsletter folding. Discuss up-coming tramps with the trip organizers and put your 
name down for trips. If you wish to show some photo’s of a recent trip the projector and 
laptop are available for use. 

 

Saturday 29 October 
 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Mt Lyndon: Mt Lyndon overlooks Lake Lyndon just beyond Porters 
Pass. Starting from the south western end of the lake at the Lodge, 
we climb up to a ridge and follow that up to the summit at 1489m. 
Great views of the surrounding area. The return trip will descend to 
a low saddle and then follow a track back to the Lodge. 700m height 
gain 

Grade: Easy Mod 

Closes: 27 Oct 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 

 

Sunday 30 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Tortis Tours #16: A chance to learn and practise some basic bush 
craft skills and survival tips, in case you ever get "misplaced" on a 
tramping trip. Due to popular demand this will be similar to the 
earlier TORTIS tours run late last year. This is a interesting way for 
new trampers to learn and refine the simple skills of route finding, 
building a shelter, lighting a fire, what to do if the trip leader is lost 
etc. Bring your normal day backpack, a big lunch and a sense of 
humour, because everything else required for the course will be 
provided. Each trip is restricted to a max of four people. 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace 

Closes: 27 Oct 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Tuesday 1 November 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 
  

http://www.ctc.org.nz/


− 3 − 

 

Wednesday 2 November Club Night 

The Summit Road Society: Guardians of the Port Hills: Tonight the secretary of the 
Summit Road Society, John Goodrich, is talking about the Society’s history, vision, and 
projects, both past and present. The SRS works "to enhance, preserve and protect the 
natural environment, beauty and open character of the Port Hills for people to enjoy". You’ll 
be amazed at what this voluntary group has achieved, and how much we owe the Society 
for our walking access and nature reserves along the Crater Rim Walkway. The SRS is 
involved in pest trapping, track maintenance, tree planting and research as well as 
advocating for open space. Paul Tebbutt is the convener of the "East Enders" work party 
and the group which manages Omahu Bush/Gibraltor Rock. He’ll be talking to us about 
the group’s hands-on work. Like all voluntary groups, the SRS needs volunteers so this is 
an opportunity to see what the Society does and if you can help in any way. 

 

Saturday 5 November 
 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

The 2016 Bell Tea Tramping Series: #2 Bealey Hut & Point 1581: 
This is the second of a series of 4 day trips which will get 
progressively harder as the year proceeds, finishing with a climb up 
Mt Somers. [See October 16th for the first trip in the series, if this is 
still visible on the web.] The trips can be done individually or as a 
complete series designed to suit trampers who want to move up 
from easy to mod trips. All of the trips will be run at an easy pace 
with plenty of scenery stops and a chance to boil the billy for an old 
fashion tramping brew and long lunch in the sun. Starting at the 
Bealey settlement there is a steady climb up a lovely forested track, 
out on to the tussock ridge with great views of the Waimakariri River 
valley & surrounding hills. A hot brew & lunch stop at the Bealey 
Spur hut before continuing on to Point 1851. Great views all round 
and plenty of bird life to make the day’s exercise well worthwhile. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace 

Closes: 3 Nov 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $20 

 

Weekend 5-6 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Need a leader 

Big Tops (Koropuku) hut: Otehake headwaters via Lake 
Kaurapataka 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 27 Oct 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $35 
 

Weekend 5-6 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Need a leader 

Lake Sumner: From Lake Sumner Road stay overnight at Jollie 
Brook Hut or Gabriel Hut. Could do Lake Sumner/ Gabriel Hut as 
day trip for those who can’t spare a weekend. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 27 Oct 

Map: BU22 

Approx: $30 
 
  



− 4 − 

 

Sunday 6 November 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425 
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz 

Wilding Pines Destruction!: let’s go kill many of those pesky trees 
that will overrun the backcountry if we let them. It’s truly rewarding 
at the end of the day to look back and see the destruction over the 
area we have covered. This is the official CTC effort.  THE CLUB 
WILL BE PAID FOR OUR WORK!  We will be assigned a block 
from an official coordinator.  We will plan to be back no later 
than 6pm. If you need a pick up let me know. Bring your usual 
tramping gear. No experience needed. Tools and instruction will be 
provided.  Let’s get a big team together and make a difference! 
Grade- as easy or hard as you want to work. Meet CALTEX RUSS-
LEY (NOT Z Papanui) 7.50am. Cost FREE.  

Grade: Easy+ 

Closes: 5 Nov 

Map: BW21 

Approx: FREE 

 

Tuesday 9 November 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 9 November Club Night 

Tenure Review and Commercial Partnerships: A DOC Perspective: Tonight recently 
retired DOC manager Richard Suggate will be talking about his experiences with tenure 
review, and what it means for us as trampers. He will also touch on commercial 
partnerships which is the way DOC is going in order to increase its funding. 

 

Long Weekend 10-13 November 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: Li Li 0212363211 
ahhlili01@hotmail.com 

Brewster Hut / Mt Armstrong: Thursday: leave town afterwork, 
camp along the way. Friday : climb up to Brewster Hut and / or Mt 
Armstrong. Saturday: option1 : climb Mt Armstrong or option 2: 
climb Mt Brewster (alpine start and , please be fully self sufficient 
and expereinced in alpine climbs) 

Grade:  

Closes: 3 Nov 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $70 

 

Saturday 12 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Nikau Palm Gully: Here is your chance to see this little gem in the 
Akaroa Heads scenic zone, with big cliffs, sea birds, palm trees and 
more. The gully is acclaimed as one of the best forest remnants in 
Canterbury with an amazing collection of huge nikau palms. 
Approximately 12 kms of walking with some gently rolling hills and 
great views of Akaroa Harbour. This is one of the few peninsula 
tramps that gets you out close to the steep headlands and bays with 
a good safe track all the way. 

Grade: Easy+ 

Closes: 10 Nov 

Map: BY25 

Approx: $20 
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Weekend 12-13 November 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: James Hopkins 022 026 0504 
snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

Mt Scott: In the Polar Range – Likely walk in via the Edwards valley, 
stay at the hut, climb Mt Scott early on Sunday morning and walk 
out the same way. Contact leader for more details. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 3 Nov 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $30 
 

Sunday 13 November 
 

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com 

Bealey Hut - Blind Spurs circuit: We will start up Bealey Spur to 
the old hut, before progressing up Hut Spur, to Pt 1875 m, 
overlooking Jordan Saddle.  From there we will turn south to Pt 
1907 m, then east along Blind Spur, picking up a scree slope into 
Bruce Stream about 2.5 km upstream of the confluence with Power 
Stream.  Below the confluence is the narrow gorge of Bruce 
Stream, so you are pretty much guaranteed to get wet. 
This will be a long trip – probably 9 hours or more and 20 km, with 
about 1500 m total ascent.  You will need plenty of water, espe-
cially if the day is hot, and some warm dry gear to change into back 
at the cars. 
The leader is likely to spend Saturday night at the Arthurs Pass 
hut.  Others may choose to join him, but it would be great if some-
one were to volunteer as the departure organiser in Christchurch. 

 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 10 Nov 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30 

 

Sunday 13 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Peter Coleman 03 335 0891 
pfranciscoleman@gmail.com 

Mt Izard: Mt Izard is a wizard peak in the Cragieburn range often 
overlooked but a surprising good climb (2019m). Not technical, but 
superb views, and plenty of space, to move around on the top. The 
approach is via the Hogsback track for 3/4 hr to a foot bridge and 
then up the obvious dragon’s back of this prehistoric lizard. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 10 Nov 

Map: BW20 

Approx:  

 

Tuesday 15 November 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  
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Wednesday 16 November Club Night 

Arctic Exploration with Heritage Expeditions: Tonight club member and conservationist 
Chris Todd will be talking about his trip last August/September to the Russian Far East 
Arctic as a guide for Christchurch-based Heritage Expeditions. Chris travelled aboard the 
company’s ice-breaker, The Spirit of Enderby, and tonight he will treat us with a rare 
glimpse into this wilderness and its amazing wildlife. I bought a map specifically to see 
where Chris is, but it’s all in Russian so I’m none the wiser! But I can tell you that they 
started and finished at the town of Anadyr which is only accessible by air. It’s the last bay 
before the Bering Strait and Moscow is 8 time zones to the west. They cruised through the 
Bering Strait as far as north as Wrangel Island in the Chukchi Sea, encountering ice floes 
along the way. Zodiac landings were made where ever possible (one of Chris’s jobs) along 
the coast to observe the wildlife, and they visited the local villages and met the people. I 
also know Chris’s camera for wildlife shots was so heavy I could hardly lift it! So I’m sure 
he’ll have some great photos to show us. 

 

Saturday 19 November 
 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

The 2016 Bell Tea Tramping Series: #3 Woolshed Hill & Tarns: 
This is number 3 in Chris McGimpsey’s famous Bell Tea Tramping 
Series of four trips, intended to help easy trampers built towards 
moderate tramping. A steep climb up the track from the Hawden 
shelter car park, then out of the bush and onto the scrubby ridge 
leading up to the tussock tops. If the weather and time permits we 
can proceed along the tops to the tarn tucked in beside the 
bushline, before returning back down the hill the way we came up. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace 

Closes: 17 Nov 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $25 

 

Weekend 19-20 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Phillipa Hawkes 021 0813 7030 
pip.hawkes@gmail.com 

Double Hut and Mt Taylor Special: Co-lead trip with Leah Wilton 
and Delwyn Bassett. We’ll leave Christchurch on Saturday morning 
then take a leisurely walk into Double Hut along the Swinn River 
Track, starting by Lake Hill carpark. We’ll establish camp at Double 
Hut, enjoy the view and look for the rumoured Sir Edmond Hillary’s 
graffiti in the character rustic muster hut with a wood burner heater. 
May take on some of the side peaks in the area Sun morning. 

Grade: Easy and 
Mod/Hard 

Closes: 10 Nov 

Map: BX19 

Approx: $30 

 

Weekend 19-20 November 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: William King 03 3578922 
wchking@yahoo.co.nz 

Top Hut / Pito Peak: Pito Peak (2401m) is the highest point in the 
Big Hill Range, close to Mt Arrowsmith. It easily overlooks the Potts 
Range and most mountains on the other side of the Lawrence River 
- great views are guaranteed, weather permitting. The most direct 
route follows the Cameron River and over a low saddle into Top Hut 
for the night. From the hut it is ’only’ 1300m height gain to the peak 
which does not look straight forward from any angle. I don’t think 
that the club has been there before but I suspect that Steve is going 
to find a way to drive half way up this mountain. 

Grade: Hard 

Closes: 10 Nov 

Map: BW18 

Approx: $40 
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Tuesday 22 November 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 23 November Club Night 

We’re in the Cactus!: Tonight Rob from Cactus Outdoors is coming to talk about the 
company, which designs, manufactures and sells right here in Christchurch. They produce 
a range of tough wearing, durable outdoor gear and are especially known for their good 
range of packs and gaiters, trousers and jackets. Rob will be bringing along some gear 
and will talk about the company’s history and gear range. They also make casual urban 
wear with a difference: it won’t wear out. Come along tonight and discover that this Cactus 
isn’t prickly at all! 

 

Saturday 26 November 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

The 2016 Bell Tea Tramping Series: #4 Mt Somers: This is the 
last and greatest of Chris McGimpsey’s Bell Tea Tramping series. 
Leaving from the Sharplin Falls car park we head straight up the the 
track over Hookey Knob along the South Face route to the top of 
Mt Somers for a brew, lunch & grand views before returning back 
the way we came. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace 

Closes: 24 Nov 

Map: BX19 

Approx: $25 

 

Weekend 26-27 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Lovisa Eriksson  022 1077 136 
lilla_krakan@hotmail.com 

Lake Stream | Springs Juncton: It would be really good to be 
joined by some ‘rock lovers’ since I’m a bit uncertain about "the 
step" that needs to be overcome on the ridgeline. Hopefully 
camping by a high tarn the first night. Be prepared for a great and 
possibly epic trip. Leader asked to be contacted by email or mobile 
0221 077136. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 17 Nov 

Map: BT22 

Approx: $40 

 

Weekend 26-27 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 
bill@billjohnson.nz 

St James Cycle Trail | Hanmer Springs (Mountain Bike): The 
first of the Great Rides to open, this fantastic trail passes through 
the iconic St James Station, near the alpine spa village of Hanmer 
Springs. The 64km trail offers a mix of riding grades through 
stunning and diverse scenery, including soaring mountain peaks, 
crystal clear rivers, high country lakes, alpine meadows, sub-alpine 
beech forest and expansive grassy river flats. This is north of 
Hanmer Springs and is an overnight cycle tour. We’ll do the full 
circuit as a warm up for the Abel Tasman Cycle Challenge the 
following weekend. 

Grade: MTB 
Intermediat
e 

Closes: 17 Nov 

Map: BT24 

Approx: $35 
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Weekend 26-27 November 
 

Leader: Need a Leader 

Wilberforce - Fanghill Hut | Lake Coleridge: It’s an easy stroll 
along a 4WD track up the Wilberforce to Fanghill Hut. Explore the 
area or just enjoy the scenery from the hut. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 17 Nov 

Map: BW20 

Approx: $25 
 

Sunday 27 November 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com 

Mt Princess (postponed from August): Mt Princess is a high 
peak (2126 m) north west of Lake Tennyson and directly north of 
Maling Pass. Tucked into a cirque on its southern slopes, and about 
400 m below the summit, is a large and spectacular tarn called 
Princess Bath. There is a prospect of driving up on Saturday 
afternoon and either staying at Fowler Hut or camping by Lake 
Tennyson with an early morning start or even camping at the Bath. 
Ice axe and crampons may be needed. Helmets are possibly 
sensible and you must be comfortable with scrambling. 

Grade: Moderate+ 
(requires 
snow skills) 

Closes: 24 Nov 

Map: BT24 

Approx: $40 

 

Tuesday 29 November 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Friday night / Saturday 2-3 December 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com 

Basic Navigation Course: Eric will run a two-part training course 
which involves building the skills required to safely navigate through 
bush environments along formed tracks. It covers essential aspects 
of navigation, such as map reading and compass work. The first 
part, a 2-hour session on Friday night 2nd December (7 pm to 9 
pm) will include the theoretical stuff in which the training trip leader 
will give you information about basic navigation, map reading, 
compass use and GPS. The second part is field work in which we’ll 
go out in the hills and practice all aspects of navigation. You must 
attend the Friday night session in order to be able to do the field 
work. You must also put your name on the Trip list since this course 
fills rapidly. 

Grade: Training 

Closes: 1 Dec 

Map:  

Approx: $15 
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Long Weekend 2-4 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Able Tasman Cycle Challenge: Nelson Tasman cyclist’s favourite 
roads have been linked together to create the Abel Tasman Cycle 
Challenge event. At just under 160km the course will reward cyclists 
with world-class views of Mountain Ranges, Rivers, Streams, 
National Parks, Tidal Estuaries and Golden Sand Beaches. All 
cyclists are welcome to enter the inaugural event and to discover 
why this region is the true Centre of Cycling in New Zealand. 
Golden weather, Golden scenery and Golden cycling roads, 
welcome to the Abel Tasman Cycle Challenge. The size of the 
cycling challenge is yours to choose. Create a team of four with 
family, friends or workmates and compete in the relay. Pair up and 
enjoy two stages apiece. Set yourself the ultimate goal of riding the 
full course solo. There are category options to cater for riders of 
every experience level. Race teams are behind you all the way 
providing a safe and enjoyable on road Cycling Challenge. The 
course is level, but is listed as intermediate due to the length. You 
don’t have to do the whole thing. I can take 4 passengers plus their 
bikes and gear. Entry fee goes up to $149 if you enter after Nov 
20th. More info here: http://www.atcc.nz/ 

Grade: MTB 
Intermediat
e 

Closes: 24 Nov 

Map:  

Approx: $109 entry 
fee + $60 
car + 2 
nights 
campin 

 

Saturday 3 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Mariusz Madry 021 046 0150 

Mt Aicken: Departure from Caltex Russley. Mt Aicken (1859m) is a 
commanding peak right behind Arthurs Pass township and is a 
great tramp at any time of year. There is a good track through the 
bush but the route up is steep with some loose rock as you exit the 
bushline. Possibly loop via Dudley Knob. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 1 Dec 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Tuesday 6 December 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 
 

Wednesday 7 December Club Night 

Tramping (aka Backpacking) in Minnesota, USA: Tonight club member Josh Johnson 
is going to show us some photos and videos of the hiking he did during his recent trip back 
home to the USA, through Washington and in his home state of Minnesota. Come and 
learn about some of the cultural aspects of Minnesota, as well as see some of the sights 
that make it a beautiful place. 
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Weekend 10-11 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Need a leader 

Mt Sinclair | Rangitata Valley: A 2000m peak overlooking the 
beautiful Rangiata Valley and Mespotamia Station. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 1 Dec 

Map: BX18 

Approx: $35 
 

Tuesday 13 December 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: ALL GRADES. Meet on the corner of Heybridge 
Lane. Need torch and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. 
Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking 
in the Mt Vernon Park. This summer, we will accommodate all 
grades. Just turn up. No trip list. No cost. 
 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 14 December Club Night 

End of Year Christmas Function: Put this date in your calendar, it’s the Annual Christmas 
Get-Together and the last social function of the year. To be held at the club rooms, Warwick 
will be opening the doors at 6.00pm and members are asked to bring a plate (with 
something yummy to eat on it!), and liquid refreshments of their choice. A non-alcoholic 
punch (of the liquid variety!) will be provided. Last year we had a great social night. More 
details closer to the event. 

 

Multi day trip 26 December-3 January 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Olivine Ice Plateau: The Olivine Ice Plateau is one of the most 
remote and beautiful places in New Zealand and is a wonderful, 
untouched alpine wilderness. We’ll leave from Christchurch Fri 
evening and head toward Queenstown that evening and camp at 
one of campgrounds there. Sat we’ll head to the start of the 
Routeburn Track and then on towards the Forgotten River. The trip 
schedule will be flexible from that point. We’ll be camping the entire 
trip and glacier and alpine gear required. If you haven’t done a lot 
of glacier travel, we can have training and practice on the trip so 
don’t let that stop you. Double holidays on Dec 27th and Jan 3rd 
mean we can do a 9 day trip with just 3 days of leave. 

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills) 

Closes: 15 Dec 

Map: CA10 

Approx: $60 
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Long Weekend 28-30 December 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: William King 03 3578922 
wchking@yahoo.co.nz 

Barker Hut & Mt Murchison Glaciers: Co-Leaders Eric Skea and 
William King. Three plus days 28-Dec to 30/31-Dec Barker Hut trip 
overnighting for two or three nights. The objective is to climb Mt 
Murchison and to explore the Marmaduke Dixon and Cahill 
Glaciers. Medium/Hard Grade. This trip is also training for the week 
long trip over Terra Nova Pass to Mt Cook village. Currently there 
are two spots left for this Terra Nova trip planned for Jan-Feb 2017. 
All members are welcome to come and explore this picturesque 
location with glaciers and great views from the Hut. Intended 
departure date is 28-December or thereabouts and is subject to 
weather and river levels. Bring along your crampons, ice axe and 
snow skills. 

Grade: ModHard 

Closes: 15 Dec 

Map: BV19 

Approx: $35 

 

Multi day trip 28 January-5 February (exact 
dates will depend on weather/river flow) 
 

Leader: William King Eric Skea, co-
leader 03 3578922 

wchking@yahoo.co.nz 

Terra Nova Pass to Mt Cook Village: An alpine tramp from 
Mesopotamia, visiting the Neish ice plateau and the Murchison 
Valley. With Mt Cook Village as the final destination to quench and 
refuel. Proposed route: Day 1) Drive from Christchurch; Havelock 
River to Black Mountain Hut or Growler Hut Day 2) St Winifred’s 
Hut via Havelock Valley Day 3) Godley glacier via Terra Nova Pass 
Day 4) Neish plateau - sightseeing or climbing Day 5) Godley Hut 
(by traversing true left of the valley at ~1600m) Day 6) Climb 
Armadillo Saddle and camp with views over the Murchison Valley 
Day 7) Liebig Hut Murchison Valley Day 8) Mt Cook Village via the 
scenic boats on the Tasman glacier lake Return by Bus to 
Christchurch the following day. We will also be running training trips 
to lead up to this alpine tramp. This trip is limited to eight Trampers. 
Glacier rope skills and good fitness required. 

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills) 

Closes: 19 Jan 

Map:  

Approx: $unknown 
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Trip Reports 
8 October 2016 

Starvation Gully and lunch on Trig M 

Easy-Mod Day trip  

The mountain forecast for Saturday was rain-stay in bed, on Saturday, rain. However the 
weather was predictably odd ball. Late Friday the night sky was crystal clear. So with great 
expectations the trip was still on, rain or hail, sleet or snow.  

As we went over Porters, the clag started. Liz and Zac went and dropped off the other car 
at Lake Lyndon, 200 meters away. As we set off, the cold rain pelted down. The parkas 
came out. With a cracking pace we ascended the tussock track to the main ridge line. By 
the time we passed the Coach Stream track junction, we shed layers and saw blue skies. 
The Big Ben range loomed in the distance, but no sleek glider out today, with Ritchie McCaw 
riding the thermals. Lake Lyndon twinkled below, from a thousand mirrors.  

A bit of an easy-mod grunt up to trig M and then lunch.  On the leeward side, with our faces 
to the sun we had lunch in the warm tussock.  

Having dispensed with the idea of continuing to Rabbit Hill, we scampered down the obvious 
ridge, as the Lake came closer and closer.  We homed in on the Lodge at the far end of the 
lake. The four wheel mud tracks resolved into view, like high energy particle tracks in a 
bubble chamber. We then did a mini bum slide or dropped off down a bank at the bottom..  

Blustery day on Trig M 
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We cut across the mud to 
the far bank of the Lake to 
trek its rim. A small bird 
was seen frenetically run-
ning along the stones like 
roadrunner-the rare and 
endangered banded dot-
teral. We suspected she 
had a nest she was pro-
tecting. From a distance, 
sure enough, in the 
stones, a concave space 
about the size of a hand 
was spotted with her 
wings fluttering and dust-
ing.   A second look, and 
nothing. The rocks all 
seemed like rocks-perfect 
camouflage.  

Suddenly, the commotion. 
Liz grabbed (not tickled) a 
trout from the lake.  A rain-
bow-a magnificient speci-
men with a fleshy pink 
streak. (It was later found 
to have a 2.5 cm gash-like 
a bullet wound so it wasn’t 
poisoned by algal bloom 
etc), so she  stoned it, 
bundled it  into her day 
pack, and of course, she 
ate it-tasted good!  

So back, to the Yellow Shack, for coffee.  

     

Jeremy MacCormack, Alice Terrien, Peter Coleman (leader, scribe) Michael Hammod, Liz 
Stevenson, Zac Williams.  

  

25 September 2016 

Foggy Peak 

 

6.8 km and 840 m total ascent over 3 hours walk time. 

 

The weather forecast predicted a mixture of rain and rain with a high of 6 degrees Celsius, 
but after a short discussion the day before the decision was made to stick to the original 
plan of going up Foggy Peak and then descend to Lake Lyndon via point 1536. 

A group of four left the Caltex in one car promptly at 8am. We had a quick stop before Porters 
Pass to put our wet weather gear on, to avoid getting changed in the wind chill at the actual 

Liz triumphant with her fish 
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start of the track. At 9.15am we set off from the side of the road at Porters Pass, heading 
upwards towards Foggy Peak—which true to its name was covered in cloud. 

Alan dutifully checked the equipment of Florian and Kim (prospective members), with sev-
eral minus points collected. Florian could make up one point by answering Alan’s question 
why a cairn we just passed was new (hint: because there were little stones on top, which 
would have been blown off by recent stormy weather). 

True to the weather forecast, light rain kept us company for the walk up to Foggy Peak, 
though it turned into sleet then snow as we gained more height. Visibility was low, but 
enough to not have members of the group disappearing in the fog. We tried to guess the 
temperature, with the guesses of the party being evenly spread from -1, 0, 1 and 2 degrees. 
Alan’s watch was strapped onto his backpack in order to determine the exact temperature, 
which in the end turned out to be minus 0.4.  (Warwick won the ’closest guess’ points) 

By that time we had already left Foggy Peak behind us and had turned towards point 1536, 
with Alan using the compass to follow the 280 degree line, which Warwick determined earlier 
from taking an initial map reading from his gps. Direction and position were checked on a 
regular basis to avoid going down the wrong way, which would have been easy given the 
low visibility. 

Early lunch was had close to point 1536, with all members enjoying the view (50 shades of 
white), the light snow fall, and the thought that this was a much better place to be than sitting 
at home. Shortly after noon we started heading down towards the main road, with visibility 
ever so slightly improving as we descended. We kept our eyes out for wilding pines, and 
Alan did indeed spot one and immediately applied his saw with surgical precision. 

It may have been the lure of an early finish that made us head straight down rather than the 
originally intended route towards Lake Lyndon. Alan was spear heading the run down the 
scree slope, in order to be the first to reach the road and to hitch a ride back to the car. He 
was so successful with his pursuit, that for some time we thought we had lost him. As it 
turned out, however, he had been picked up by the first car as soon as he had reached the 
road… what are the chances of that. 

Just before 1pm the rest of us reached the road as well, with Alan turning up with his car not 
even a minute later. Could not have timed it better. On the way back to Christchurch we 
stopped at the Yellow Shack Cafe in Springfield for coffee, tea and donut. It is also where 
we bumped into Shaun, Josh and Leah, who were on their way back after climbing Mt Phil-
istine on Saturday. 

All in all, it was great to be out and about on a not-so-nice winters day, good company made 
this a short but very satisfying trip. Thanks to Alan for organising and driving. 

4 participants: Alan Ross, Warwick Dowling, Kim McDonald, Florian Scharinger 
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More about the CTC 
Club Officers 

President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Secretary: David Selway 03 326 3344 

Treasurer: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425 

New Members 
Rep: 

Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Day Trip 
Organiser: 

Elizabeth Eadon 03 3764453 

Overnight Trip 
Organiser: 

Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Social 
Convenor: 

Kay Taylor 03358-4580 

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Editor: Karen Tait 027 520 6464 

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 

IT Convenor: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907 

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book 
and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00 
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the 
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 for booking and key 
code; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink 3525329. 
Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you 
find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut convenor, Gareth Caves. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of 
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is 
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club 
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the outside of your pack can be easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This may result in serious damage to your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, 
and report any damage to the gear custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire: 

Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend 

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend 

Large/small weekend 
packs 

$2 per weekend 

Helmets Free 

Personal locator beacons Free 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 24 November 2016 – Thanks. 

  

mailto:editor@ctc.org.nz
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Heading down to Lake Lyndon 

From up near the ridge, descending to the lake 


